Lars Lippard Sportsmanship Award

2 Timothy 2:5

“Similarly, if anyone competes as an athlete, he or she does not receive the victor’s crown unless he or she competes according to the rules.”

Lars Lippard dedicated over 10 years to building and nurturing a incredible Recreation Ministry at St. Stephen.  He often said, “My philosophy of recreation is not about wins and loses, but about the small groups of youth that come together in the name of Christ and the church.”  Lars spent tireless hours to ensure that each and every youth and child had the best experience possible playing in our recreation program.  That dedication and sacrificial service is honored when players honor the goals and vision that Lars initiated so many years ago.  Therefore, the Sports Recreation Ministry of St. Stephen has established an award, to be given once a year in February, in the name of Lars Lippard to honor the St. Stephen athlete that shows outstanding Christian Sportsmanship.  Their name will be added to the plaque located in the Recreation Trophy case each year.

SELECTION:

The Sports Recreation Committee will meet annually to select one candidate to receive the award from nominations by Coaches, Athletic Directors, and Coordinators based on the following criteria:

CRITERIA:  SPORTSMANSHIP – 

· ROLE MODEL --  The player shows such extraordinary respect for other players, coaches, teams, and officials that they influence the behavior of other players.  

· DEVELOPMENT – The player showed outstanding improvement in the area of sportsmanship. The player worked hard to understand appropriate attitudes and behaviors, took feedback well, and displayed significant growth throughout the year.  

· ATTITUDE – The players attitude was positive, encouraging of others (regardless of ability or team), and uplifting –even in the ‘heat of competition’ or opposition.  The player plays in a positive manner, reflecting Christian values.  The player seriously accepts the responsibility of representing the church well.

· BEHAVIOR  -- The player clearly treats opponents with respect; shakes hands prior to and after contests; respects the judgment of officials and abides by the rules of the contest. The player never ‘shows off,’ baits or taunts opponents; rather, the player shines the spotlight on others, helping others to reach their full potential.

· Christian Sportsmanship can be defined as:  attitudes and behaviors that exemplify the attitudes and behaviors of Christ:  Respect, selflessness, others-oriented, personal sacrifice, service.  Christian sportsmanship can best be seen in attitudes in victory and defeat.  Winning, losing, and playing with a gracious attitude are key marks of Christian Sportsmanship.  Examples of Christian Sportsmanship is not focusing on wins/loses, but on building Christ-centered relationships; not focusing on ‘star players,’ but that all are star players that deserve equal playing time; not focusing on running the score up, but on building the players up. 

