December 8, 2005

Dear Volunteer:

Thank you so much for putting your faith into action by offering your time, skills, and gifts in working with children or youth.  It is people like you who make a tremendous impact in the lives of young people by surrounding them with an environment of love and support and challenging them to grow as a disciple of Jesus Christ.

We have spent many months in developing a plan that help ensure the protection of both our children and youth, as well as those adults who volunteer to work with them.  We as a church have a responsibility to do all we can to assure parents that St. Stephen is a safe place for their children.  In addition, we also have a responsibility to teach each adult volunteer how to create and maintain that safe environment.  

To accomplish this monumental goal, it is vital that each adult volunteer understand themselves as a ‘link’ in the ‘chain of protection.’  If each link is adequately prepared and purposefully does its job, then the chain is strong.  However, if even one link is not ready, unwilling, or defiant, then the entire chain is weak.

Therefore, in order to hold all of us accountable to providing a strong ‘chain of protection,’ St. Stephen has put in place a ‘Safe Sanctuary’ policy, and we will expect every volunteer who works with Children and Youth to support it. 

Summary

For each volunteer to be allowed to work with our children or youth, the following must be completed (all information will be held in the strictest confidence, and referred to only by trained staff):

· Complete a “Volunteer Application Form”

· Sign a “Volunteer Participation Covenant Statement”

· Three references will be checked

· Complete and sign a “Background Check Authorization Form”

· Attend a “Safe Sanctuary” Training Event

You are encouraged to fully read and be aware of all the materials in this packet, including the ‘Safe Sanctuary’ Policy and the Reference Check forms.  

Thank you for understanding and helping us provide the safest environment possible for our children, youth, and volunteers.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact your ministry leader, or Julie Platte in the church office (704-364-1824).

Sincerely,

Rev. Brandon Dirks

Deacon Associate 

