SSUMC UMW Newsletter – March 2007


	An Invitation for All SSUMC Women:

If you are looking for a place where you can join others in making a difference in both your own life and the lives of others, then SSUMC United Methodist Women invite you to membership with us.  For more information, please call Nancy Jones at 704-846-2270.

Did You Know?
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[image: image2.wmf]United Methodist Women (UMW) is a nearly 1 million member-strong organization of women who seek to know God and to make life better for women, children, and youth.  One way we do this is through our financial support.  A UMW unit within a church does not receive any funding from the local church; therefore, all of our work is done through member giving and fundraiser projects.  UMW funds fall into two categories:  Designated Mission Giving and Undesignated Mission Giving.

Designated Mission Giving is just that.  It enables the UMW unit to raise and donate funds to a specific need, such as our recent “Soup on Sunday” fundraiser held in February.  All proceeds from that event are designated to Bethlehem Center-Charlotte for the Summer Camp program.  Undesignated Mission Giving is money used for any part of our mission work and our total program.  The Fall Craft Festival is an example of a fundraiser that will go towards Undesignated Mission Giving.  Any undesignated mission funds remaining in the unit’s account at the end of the year are to be dispersed.  No money is saved for a “rainy day” because today is a “rainy day” for thousands of women, children and youth for whom our mission money offers hope.

SSUMC United Methodist Women recently identified how our 2006 
	remaining mission funds would be dispersed.  We had a total of $3160.42 to be dispersed.  The recommendation was made to divide this amount by thirds for local, national and global missions.  The missions to whom the money will be sent are:

· Global – UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) Undesignated - $1053.47

· National – Red Bird Mission: Beverly, KY - $1053.47

· Local – NC Prison MATCH (Mothers And Their CHildren) - $1053.47

So now you know!  When you support any UMW-sponsored event or fundraiser, you can be sure that you are helping UMW make life better for women, children and youth around the world.  Thank you!!
Small Group Opportunities

Hannah Circle – Tue, Mar. 13 @ 9:30am

Bring joy to the children of the Matthews Murkland Head Start Program by participating in the Hannah Circle Easter Egg Hunt on Tues., March 13.  All ladies of the church are welcome.  We will meet at 9:30am in the UMW Room.  Please bring 18-24 plastic Easter eggs stuffed with wrapped candies.  We will depart at 9:45 and return for a brief business meeting following the event.  Please call Emily Kroeger at 704-367-0060 if you have any questions. 

Service Circle – Tue, Mar. 13 @ 1:00pm

The Service Circle will meet Tues. March 13th at 1:00pm in the UMW Room. We will have a short meeting and then go visiting.  Anyone is welcome to join us.  If you know of someone that would like a short visit from our Circle, please contact Ethel Thomas at 704-846-6583.

Esther Circle – Wed, Mar. 14 @ 6:30pm

Esther Circle will be meeting on Wed., March 14, at 6:30pm in the UMW room. We will be putting together Easter gift bags for the students and teachers at the Merry Oaks class that we sponsor and planning for our Room at the Inn meals. All women are welcome to join us. Contact Linda Quinn 704-321-0328 if you have any questions.


	Large Group Opportunities
Women & Music – Sunday, March 18 @ 5:30pm

SSUMC United Methodist Women invite all women of the church to join us on Sunday, March 18, at 5:30pm in the Fireside Room for a presentation of “Women & Music” by Ruby Reinhard.  Refreshments will be provided.  This is a great opportunity for women to spend some time together growing in friendship and spirituality.  So plan to take a little time for yourself this month and join us!!!

Prayer Labyrinth:  Women’s Walk – Wed, Apr. 4 @ 5:00-7:00pm

[image: image3.wmf]Last year, for the very first time at SSUMC, eighty people (men, women and children) experienced the Prayer Labyrinth during Holy Week in the Youth Ministry Center.   The Prayer Labyrinth represents a spiritual journey to our own center and back again out into the world.

On Wednesday, April 4, from 5:00-7:00pm, a special time is set aside for all women of the church to walk together on the labyrinth in prayer and communion of the heart and soul.  This moving and spiritual opportunity for women of all ages is sponsored by the SSUMC UMW.  Bring your friends and join us in the Youth Ministry Center for this special experience!!  For more information, please call Nancy Jones at 704-846-2270.

Fundraisers
Soup on Sunday – Update
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[image: image5.wmf]SSUMC United Methodist Women would like to thank everyone who supported our “Soup on Sunday” fundraiser.  The event was a huge success, and donations exceeded $1,300!!  These proceeds will help Bethlehem Center send inner city children to summer camp - many for the first time.  We would especially like to thank Steve Morris who provided the delicious homemade bread! Thank you also to the many UMW volunteers and other church members who pitched in and made soups and desserts and helped set up, serve and clean-up!  


