REMEMBER WHO YOU ARE    Gen. 1:1-5,  I Peter 2:9-10 

2-28-10
Take a moment and remember when you were a young man or woman on the verge of adulthood.  We call it older teenage.  That time when you were old enough to think you knew the ways of the world, but too young to realize how little you knew!  As you left the house on a Friday or Saturday night, can you remember the words with which your mother or father sent you off into the night?  Chances are they were something like "Don't forget who you are."  or  "Act like somebody."    It was their hope that in the midst of good times, get-togethers and parties, alone on a date or in the presence of strangers and new friends; you would not forget who you were - that you would not lose sight of those values in which you were raised - that you would not engage in some alien or destructive behavior.

Baptism means we remember who we are.

At some time or another, in one form or another, you have been touched by the waters of Christian baptism.  Many of you, like me, were held in the arms of a caring pastor as he sprinkled the holy water on your head and invoked God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  You probably cried or with anxiety reached for your parents.  They stood close and watched and smiled.  Also close by were a number of others who cared for you in God's name.  They made up that part of the Body of Christ into which you first entered ... through the waters of baptism.

From that point forward, you had a mark upon you that would not wear off or fade or lose its meaning.  You may have tried to move far from God since then - you may have drifted slowly away from the values and love and commitment into which you were born at that moment.  But, the fact of your baptism does not change. The promise God gave to you - the name with which God called you - the claim God made upon you is sure and true.

You see, the words God spoke to Jesus in his baptism are meant also for us!  Jesus had His mission ... so do we.  Jesus needed the affirmation and empowerment of his Father - so do we.  Jesus carried the vision of the dove and the voice of God with him through the rest of his life - so do we. 

The voice and power of God ... working through those who follow Him ... what a difference it makes!  The Gospel writers, as they tell the story, would have us make no mistake that it is GOD’S WORD which makes the difference in Jesus' baptism.  John the Baptizer is only the agent of the power that moves through those muddy waters of the Jordan River. GOD'S WORD makes Jesus unique.  GOD'S WORD gives Jesus the strength and resolve to see his life through, even to the cross. GOD'S WORD makes us who we are.

To bear witness to this we can turn to the very first words of the Creation account, even as we consider Jesus' baptism. They remind us that we and all things came into being because God spoke.  And just as God's Word brings about creation, so God's Word to us in our baptism empowers us to be God's sons and daughters.

The power of our baptism has a long reach.  Will Willimon is now Bishop of the North Alabama conference.  He served several UM churches in S.C. earlier in his ministry.  He tells of young man he knew in one of those churches.  The boy had returned from his first year in college and came to the pastor's office to announce that he would not be in church that summer.  Seems he had been doing a lot of thinking in college about religion and decided he didn't really need the church to get by.

Dr. Willimon said calmly that he thought that was interesting.  "Aren't you worried?  I thought you'd go through the roof when I told you." He had known the boy for five years and had baptized him two years before on profession of faith.  He knew of his troubled home life.  The church had been very interested in him and had helped him afford college.

"No, I'm not overly concerned.  I'll be interested to see if you can pull it off."   "What do you mean?   I'm 19.  I make my own decisions!"
"I once thought I was 'on my own'.  I'm saying I'm not sure you'll be able to get away with this!"     "Why not?"    "Well, for one thing, you are baptized." 
 "What does that have to do with anything?"
"Try forsaking it, rejecting it, forgetting about it, and maybe you'll find out.

You see, there are people here who care about you.  They made promises to God when you were baptized.  You try not showing up here this summer and they will come nosing around, asking after you, asking about your grades, wondering how you're doing.

"And then there's God.  From what I have seen, once God has a claim on you, you don't get off the hook so easily.  God tends to be relentless in claiming what is His.  And in baptism, God says you belong to Him."  A week or two later, the young man was sitting in his familiar place in church!

A child breaks a vase that was a cherished heirloom.  Because she knew its value she cries as it smashes.  Her mother comes running and the child is surprised to find a look of relief, not anger, on her parent's face.  "I thought YOU were hurt," said the mother has she gathered her daughter in her arms.  Looking back on that event later, the girl said, "I discovered that day that I was the family treasure!" 

Can you believe that?  Can you believe the baptismal song from I Peter?   "You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people in order that you might proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into this marvelous light!"

THROUGH THE WATERS, God brought forth the earth.

THROUGH THE WATERS, John brought Jesus up to hear his Father's voice.

THROUGH THE WATERS, we know we have been bought and claimed and saved and loved. 

THROUGH THE WATERS, we know who we are, whose we are, and where we are going!

                      




Thanks be to God!  AMEN.

