FOOLS FOR CHRIST   Phil. 2:1-11,  Jer. 31:31-34,  I Cor. 1:18-25  
3-28-10
Will Rogers, who died in a plane crash with Wylie Post in 1935, was probably the greatest political sage this country has ever known.  Enjoy the following: 
  Never slap a man who's chewing tobacco. 
  Never kick a cow chip on a hot day. 
  Never miss a good chance to shut up. 
  Always drink upstream from the herd. 
  If you find yourself in a hole, stop digging. 
  The quickest way to double your money is to fold it and put it back in your pocket. 
 There are three kinds of men: The ones that learn by reading.  The few who learn by observation.  The rest of them have to grab the electric fence and find out for themselves. 
  Good judgment comes from experience, and a lot of that comes from bad judgment. 
  If you're riding' ahead of the herd, take a look back every now and then to make sure it's still there. 
  Lettin' the cat outta the bag is a whole lot easier'n puttin' it back. 
  After eating an entire bull, a mountain lion felt so good he started roaring.  He kept it up until a hunter came along and shot him.  The moral: When you're full of bull, keep your mouth shut. 
Such homespun (and probably hard won) humor is good for the soul … and the heart!
We know how important the heart is physically (medicine, surgery, expense!) 
Jeremiah is telling us the heart is important for other reasons, too!

A)   "Our hearts are restless, O Lord, until they find their rest in Thee."   












(Augustine)

A young mother became exasperated one day with her little boy who was constantly getting into mischief.  "How do you expect to get into heaven?" she asked.  The boy replied,  'I'll just keep running in and out and slamming the door until St. Peter says, 'For heaven's sake, either stay in or stay out!'"

We are made BY God ... we are made FOR God

God has written Himself on our hearts

And having God written on our hearts means remembering who we are and WHOSE we are

B)   Jeremiah said a NEW COVENANT would be written on our hearts

· must've influenced Jesus ->

· Last Supper  and   "destroy this Temple and in 3 days ..."

Almost like experiments in which lab. mice are injected with amino acids from mice who have learned to recognize a bell. The mice then have a new memory without having to be taught!

BUT - we want to control our hearts ... what's written on them!

- Screwtape's advice to Wormwood   "Seek to bend their minds back to their own agenda, needs, desires, thoughts - make them believe they really do know what's best for themselves"

- Jesus:  grain of wheat must fall & die ... to bear fruit!

Allan Boesak of South Africa:
"We Are Called"

"We are not called to be fearful, we are called to love;

We are not called to be perfect, we are called to be faithful;

We are not called to be fearless, we are called to be obedient;

We not called to be all knowing, we are called to believe;

We are not called to claim, we are called to give;

We are not called to be victorious, we are called to be courageous;

We are not called to lord it over others, we are called to serve others.

For it is in serving that we shall reign; 
it is through courage that we shall find victory; 
it is in giving all that we shall gain all; 
it is in believing that we shall find certainty; 
it is in obedience that we shall overcome; 
it is in loving that we shall dispel fear; 
it is in faithfulness that we shall find perfection;
 
it is in slavery to Christ and his justice, that we shall find freedom, 
now and forever, for ourselves and for the world."

Yes, God has written Himself on our hearts … we only need give ourselves over to Him

A little boy came in late to VBS.  He had only one arm.

No time to brief the other children or find out how it happened,  so the teacher was nervous

Would other children comment?   question?     tease?

Teacher took deep breath and proceeded - lesson went fine ...  Art, too.  (He drew well with one hand!)    No problems with snack time (no mess or spills)

Relaxed and quite relieved, teacher gathered class for closing

"Let's make our churches, now" she said leading in familiar activity

"Here's the church, here's the steeple, open the doors, and see all the... people."

One second too late, the awful truth of her actions struck her

The very thing she had feared had happened - done not by a child, but by her, the teacher!

As she stood there speechless, staring at the boy w/ one arm, the girl sitting next to him reached over, placed her left hand on his right hand and said, "Here, let's make our church together"

O, the grace that is ours, because God has written Himself on our hearts!          












 AMEN
