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Three times in today's story Jesus says, "Peace ... shalom".

We can only guess what the disciples were experiencing at that moment.  We know they were hiding behind locked doors in fear - fear that the same fate that had befallen their leader might come to them as well.  I suspect they had told only a very few others of their location.  I suspect their world was coming apart. Perhaps their despair was so great they could neither sleep nor eat nor talk ... just sit and stare at the floor.  No plan, no hope, no life ... only darkness and emptiness and shame.

These were the hours in which they replayed the last horrible events of Jesus' life - over and over.  These were the hours in which none of them could escape the raw truth of having behaved so shamefully and cowardly.  When the chips were down and their Master needed them the most, what had they done?

Into the midst of such a moment comes Jesus saying, "Peace, shalom."  Embracing, breathing, talking, encouraging, reminding them of everything he had promised!  Jesus says Look up!  It's me!  Look what God has done!

Just as he comes into the midst of OUR dark, scary, defeated moments and offers his peace.  Make no mistake, this is no cheap peace, no superficial shalom that Christ offers.  As he reaches out to those first disciples and as he reaches out to us, the wounds are showing on his hands and feet and side.  Jesus has not somehow escaped the pain and suffering of death ... he has defeated it!

Jesus brings a powerful peace into our lives.  For we are like the disciples as they huddled in fear.  One theologian says that they felt something more than guilt over their desertion of Jesus.  They felt outright shame over his death.  Shame is the experience of feeling totally rejected - when my entire self is weighed in the balance and found wanting - when I am simply not 

enough person to inspire another to love me.  With shame it is not that I make mistakes, it is that I AM a mistake.

But even Thomas, who happens to be away from the group when Jesus first appears, is finally won over.  He has been unfairly dubbed Doubting Thomas because of this one episode.  But, let us remember that Thomas knew as much as any of the 12 of what it meant to follow Jesus.  He had been by Jesus' side all along as he journeyed and taught and healed.  Thomas was there in the Temple as Jesus debated with the holy men.  Thomas had shared the bread and cup during that last supper. And Thomas knew Jesus was crucified, dead, and buried.

Perhaps more than a doubting mind, Thomas had a broken heart.

Perhaps it was just too much to hope that his master could be back among them.  Maybe his grief was too great, his darkness too heavy to take someone else's word for it.  So Thomas said "Let me see and touch the wounds ... only then can I believe."

Thomas had his request granted - and his heart was healed!

"Peace" said Jesus again.  To Thomas and to ALL of them.  For, you see, Thomas had his experience IN THE MIDST OF HIS FELLOW

BELIEVERS!  From the beginning, those who follow Jesus Christ 

have had their strongest and clearest moments of faith when they 

gathered together to worship and pray in fellowship one with another!

In commenting upon this text, Bishop Will Willimon says further, "The church is Jesus' miraculous new creation (he breathes life into the disciples just as God breathed life into Adam and Eve!).  We are here because he has breathed on us.  He has created us out of nothing.  The Church lives not by savvy sociological strategies for togetherness in church growth.  The church can only explain itself as those on whom the risen Christ has breathed, creating us out of nothing.

"There are no sociological factors that hold us together.  We are not here 
because we all belong to the same race, the same gender, the same social class or educational background.  It is only by the breath of God that the Church lives.

"We forget this.  We try to hold ourselves together by the usual human glue.  We make rules.  We devise bylaws.  We practice the 'principle of similarity,'  gathering people just like us.  It doesn't work.  We must keep pushing ourselves to live in such a way so as to demonstrate that there is no reason for us to be here other than the creative breath of Jesus Christ."

As we gather around the One who is both wounded AND risen, as we in faith bring our OWN wounds to meet Him and one another, we shall surely find healing and peace.  And with that peace, we shall find the power to serve.

It is no sin to doubt.  In fact, a faith unquestioned is no faith at all.  It certainly is no sin to have a broken heart. The message from today's story is that neither of these human conditions can separate us for long from the love of God.  All we need is the desire to know God and be known by God.

The Lord knows our every need - our strength and weakness. 
So, look up!  Trust that God will give us what we need.  
God did for Thomas.  God will for you and me.     AMEN

