THE CHURCH: Hope of the World
 
John 3:14-21  
      5-30-10

Too much to say in this text!



Typical to focus on Jn. 3:16  "God so loved ..."

              
 
Love is a big deal in John :

"Beloved let us love one another because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God ... In this is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another.(I John 4:7)

              Luther - 3:16 the Gospel condensed




very familiar, many sermons (B. Graham),



 

posters at televised sporting events

But the verses that follow are quite important, too.  esp.  v. 17 - Good News!      INDEED!  
God sent Christ NOT to condemn what God created, but to SAVE it!   


Hear this ... grasp this.

God's basic essential attitude toward us is salvation,

NOT condemnation, NOT damnation, NOT destruction  - GOOD News!

Especially in this season following Easter, Pentecost, we remember to rest in the knowledge of God's love:

Johannes Brahms in later years reached a point at which his composing ground to a halt.  He began many pieces but couldn't seem to finish them.  Then:  "I am old. I have worked long and hard and have achieved enough.  Why not enjoy my old age carefree and in peace?  I resolve to compose no more."  Almost at once, his mind cleared and his creative juices began to flow and Brahms wrote more great music.

Sometimes we have to remember to let the love of God impress us, enfold us, and convince us anew of our great worth in God's eyes!

F. Buechner  (grace)  "A crucial eccentricity of the Christian faith is the assertion that people are saved by grace.  There's nothing YOU have to do.  There's nothing you HAVE to do.  There's nothing you have to DO."

NOW ... having said all that, there is more. John says more.

John says something about light and darkness - how Jesus brings light but those who do evil hate the light and loved the darkness - and how those who do what is true come to the light (that is, they have nothing to hide!)

Notice how John (and everyone else in the N.T.) keeps the order straight:  God loves us first, then we love God and one another.   God loving us first MAKES POSSIBLE our love! Anything I or any other preacher ever says about the way we should live and act and think hinges upon this.  GOD DOES THE LOVING - WE DO THE RESPONDING. And, hopefully, we can grow to love as God loves.

I'd like to suggest an interplay of 3 characteristics of our response to God, 
our love of God and one another.

TRUTH

integrity, character - matching the inner person with the outer person

Hebrew -  firm, solid, reliable, trustworthy  
 

Greek  -  nonconcealment, unveiled               (John means both) 
Jesus on trial in John's account:  "I came to bear witness to the truth."   Pilate: "What is truth?"  Jesus just STANDS THERE!

Buechner - "all other voices through the ages are like empty pails 



   falling down the cellar steps"

JUSTICE        dealing fairly, seeking fairness, righteousness (OT)

Justice grows out of truth and light, it then tells us what to do with the truth!  Justice sees not only the criminal, but all the forces that brought about the crime - the systems and conditions. Justice demands that a price be paid for sin, yet it also demands that the penalty fit the crime.  "Eye for an eye ..."  was an ancient attempt at restraint and fairness.

Beuchner - Justice is the pitch of the roof and the structure of the walls.  Mercy (compassion) is the patter of rain on the roof and the life sheltered by the walls.  Justice is the grammar of things. Mercy is the poetry of things.

Justice is, essentially, treating others as you would like to be treated.

COMPASSION

    a heart that can reach out to another … a capacity for feeling what it is like to live inside somebody else's skin.  (requires truth and justice)

Buechner - the knowledge that there can never really be any peace 



and joy for me until there is peace and joy for you, too.

So much more can and should be said.  But it begins with eyes and

hearts that are willing to see how great a love God has for us, how valued we are by God, how valued all creation is to the One who created us to be children of God!

The road we travel is often rough and lonely and long.  The cross we share can be heavy and threatening.

But thank God!  Easter comes.  And the Spirit follows to reveal a love so strong and so great that nothing else can ultimately conquer it or resist it.
And this love of God and our response to it is the currency of our way in the world … it is the way we are called to be in relation to one another and all creation.

The Church is the keeper and proclaimer of this love of God.  We “practice” lives of truth, justice and compassion in the world and to the world.  

We live this way so that others may see our faith, our lives, our good works in Christ’s name and be drawn to join us in the Body of Christ.

No one else has the Spirit, the power, the calling to know and share the love of God like the Church does.  

We have the responsibility to offer God’s love and the good news of Jesus Christ to the world.  

We are called to lift up the light of Christ, share the abundance of the Holy Spirit and hold out the Hope of the World!












AMEN

