“I’ve Not Found My Sermon Yet”

Primary Scripture: John 14:23-29

Secondary Scripture:  Acts 16:9-15

Although many preachers often struggle with Mother’s Day sermons, this preacher has found a message to call ‘home.’
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It is great to be back here preaching today, and I must admit I was a little stumped on what to preach about.  On the one hand, today is Mother’s Day…a cultural holiday to honor those people who are often the unsung heroes in our world…and yet, it is a day my wife is not all that excited about as I seem to be preaching every year!  On the other hand, Mother’s day is not really a religious holiday, and yet, the values we honor in our mothers are often the very same values that God exhibited in his creation through Jesus Christ.

So, a couple of weeks ago, I began asking around to some preaching friends of mine, “What text have you chosen for your Mother’s Day sermon?" No one really had an answer. The common response was, "That's a hard sermon for me to preach; I've not found my sermon yet."
Then, last week, I called my friend Mark King, a former pastor of this church and a very good preacher and asked him the same question, and even he said that this was a hard sermon for him to prepare.  Then, I logged on to a clergy website, and read  a story that many preachers did not have their mother’s day sermon ready as late as Wednesday (just 4 days before Mother’s Day)! And the common complaint was something like "That's a hard one for me to do."

Why is it so difficult for preachers to preach Mothers Day sermons?  One minister opined that the reason has nothing to do with minister’s having faulty relationships with their mothers. It has more to do with two realities: 1) they do not want to go all-sentimental and just preach a "how wonderful is motherhood" sermon, and so are not clear what to do; and 2) (and probably more realistically)…most preachers are men. Let us admit the obvious here, we men are out of our league trying to assess what mothers go through and the challenges they face.  And I agree…after observing my wife, a mother of two, and reminiscing over memories of my own mom…one thing I know…I could never do what they do. 
So, we will cut the pastors some slack and pray for them, that the Father will give them the sermons He wants them to preach. But for me, when I think of mom, or mother, or my wife as a mother, or when I look upon the many moms and mother figures in this room…one image comes clear and forefront in my mind, “Home.”

It makes no difference to me whether the moms in our lives are stay-at-home moms, career moms, single moms, step-moms, guardian moms, foster moms, adopted moms, even mom-like women who care for others the way a Godly mom would…no matter, the central image that is clearest to me says, “home.”
I definitely recognize that for some of us “home” may be a painful image.  But I want to suggest a new model, and a new way of looking at home through the idea of Godly mothers.
A Godly mom will do whatever it takes, even sacrifice her own needs and wants, in order to provide a safe, warm, loving place for her family and even those in need of family.

Recently I read a story in the newspaper where a domesticated cat in South Carolina adopted some abandoned bobcats into her litter. Alongside her own kittens, she provided safety, warmth, food, and a place to belong.  

I am astounded to watch my wife live as a mom.  She is willing to do all the things necessary for her home to be loving place, much of which we men don’t really understand.  Somehow she has a clear vision of what needs to be done…and I tend to just wander around, following her and asking…okay, what can I do to help?  And I know my kids are beautiful and I am a perfect husband…but (and this may be a shock to most of you) we are not always the easiest people to be around.  But she seems to know exactly what to do around the house, with the kids, even with me to make our home the kind of place where people are loved, nurtured, and held accountable… so that we can all grow.  She indeed is the one who can make our family…a home.
The reason I know this came from a recent field trip with my 2nd grade daughter to Old Salem.  I overheard her and a friend discussing a playdate, when Kenzie said, “I’ll have to ask my mother about that.  You know she’s the boss of the house!”  Yes!  I was standing right there!  Come to think about it, if she were to have asked me, I would have had to say, “You’ll have to ask your mother.”
For those of us with eyes of faith to see, Godly mothers are one of clearest pieces of evidence that exhibits the true nature of God.  Human beings, left to our own devices, will typically make the selfish choices; picking first what is best for ourselves, that which makes us feel good.  Rarely, if ever, will we choose to sacrifice ourselves for the betterment of others.  Rarely, if ever, will we choose to give away our time, energy, and money without really expecting any return on our investment.   Therefore, when a human being does something as ‘unnatural’ as make decisions that is truly unselfish and others-oriented, the only explanation to me is the indwelling of an outside influence.  In the language of the church, acts of selflessness, self-sacrifice, and love are outward and visible signs of an indwelling and invisible spirit (the same definition we use for our sacraments)…this indwelling spirit is so full of love, compassion, and grace that it fills our hearts with such desire to love, such desire to give ourselves, such desire to see others succeed that we are willing to lay down our lives to make it happen.    If this sounds familiar, that’s because it reflects a scripture I recite to you almost every week I am in here.  I recite it because I found it be so true…listen to Romans 5:7ff “Indeed, rarely will anyone die (sacrifice themselves) for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to sacrifice themselves (die).  But while we still were sinners Christ died for us…that proves God’s love toward us.” 

Some say these actions of our moms is simply ‘motherly instinct,’ but can’t we call it “Godly instinct”  or better yet…don’t we recognize it as…”Christ-like?”  Mom’s are simply faithfully following the teachings, whether they know or it not, of our Lord, Jesus Christ because they know that that is the best way to live.
A teacher was trying to teach her class a lesson about fractions. After the lesson she tested one of the boys who was in a large family. Johnny, she said, There are 6 people in your family. Your mom bakes a pie, and she cuts it up for you, what percentage of the pie will you receive?

Johnny, thought for a minute and said, One-fifth. The teacher said, Now, remember there are 6 people in your family, how big would your piece of pie be. And again the boy said, One-fifth. The teacher said, No, you don’t understand fractions. And Johnny respectfully said, You don’t understand my mom. She would have said, that she didn’t want any.”

Isn’t it interesting that all the things we value in good ‘motherly instincts’ are so reflective of the very nature of God revealed in Jesus Christ?  Showing love by sacrificing ourselves, serving others before ourselves, compassion for the helpless, and a strong desire to see others healthy and thriving in this world…who does that sound like?  Yes, I am suggesting that a great model for Godly moms rests in a man…no ordinary man…but, the Son of God.  
Today’s scripture shows Jesus preparing his disciples for his final departure to heaven.  He tells them that although he is about to go, that they can still love him…and he can love them.  Not by clinging to some cherished memory of him or retreating  into their private experience of him.  Rather they can continue to love him by ‘keeping is word,’ by keeping his commandments.  In other words, when they move outside of their own private experience of Jesus, whey they live what Jesus has taught them and demonstrated in his own life…THEN they will find themselves once again in his love…they will find themselves again ‘at home.’ Jesus explains that although he is physically gone, he is sending an advocate, a Holy Spirit, to be a living, constant presence of ‘home’ among them.  Look at verse 23, for those who love Jesus, and those who love God…God will come and make his home among them.
It is interesting that the Greek word for home in this verse is the exact same Greek word used in the famous scripture at the beginning of this chapter (verses 1-2).  “Do not let your hearts be troubled,. Believe in God, believe also in me.  In my Father’s house, there are many dwelling places (homes).”

Did you hear that?  Our God is a God who understands home…and just as God is preparing an eternal home for us, he also promises to make his home among us…now…among those who love him.  What a promise!  What hope in times of trouble!  How could we as human beings just gloss over this amazing promise!  Not just in our families will God make his home, but among any who love God and follow Jesus’s commandments.  This place, right here, right now…among you…is a dwelling place for God.  Look around you…it’s not this building that is the home of God…but among each of you!  1 Corinthians 3:16 clearly reflects this truth, “Don’t you know that you yourselves (plural)  are God’s temple and that Gods’s Spriit lives in you?”  Did you hear that…God makes his ‘home’ among us when we love him.  Get it?  This is why it is important to go to worship regularly and to worship God together…because God lives in us…together.  THIS is a dwelling place where God’s presence makes his home…and every breath we take, every word we speak, every person we greet, drips with the warmth, the safety, the love…and most of all…the hope of our Lord Jesus Christ!  “Don’t you know…you yourselves are God’s home?”   
This is good news for all of us…for those with beautiful memories of home and mom, as well as those with painful memories…God is promising to come and make his home among us…transforming us, reshaping us and abiding with us and giving us a new understanding of home that is full of love, peace, and hope.
For many of us, however, hope is something we are desperately seeking.  Some of our families are riddled with strife, pain, struggle and problems that seem so insurmountable that we don’t know which way to turn.  Our ‘homes’ sometimes do not really reflect the promise made in these scriptures.  Marriages are strained, kids are undisciplined, and economies are forcing us to make difficult choices of priorities.  We are in need of hope.
The beginning to the answer, is both simple and yet difficult.  The key caveat to this promise of Jesus is right at the beginning of Verse 23…”Those who love me…will keep my word.”
Have you been keeping Jesus’ word?  Have you been delving into God’s Word, studying it with friends, and striving to understand it in your own mind?  Have you been so caught up with yourself and your pains and struggles, that spending time in church, that spending time in the Bible, that spending time in serving others has been put to the side?

If you are not, then get in a fellowship group that helps hold you accountable…like a Sunday School class.  If you are not in a Bible Study class like Disciple or the Women at the Well, what are you waiting for?  If you are not volunteering at least 1 hour a month at your local school, your neighborhood ministry, or with people who are hurting…don’t wait any longer.  

Jesus said, “Keep my word.”  And his word is simple, yet difficult:  Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.  And love you neighbor as yourself.  It’s that simple…and yet that difficult.

Yet, the promise is sure…and Mom’s throughout the ages have been tirelessly sacrificing themselves and proving to generation after generation of children that following Jesus word is the only pathway to eternal hope.  If you have never experienced the true freedom and love of what home is all about; if you have forgotten, or you have grown weary in your own circumstances…Jesus issues the same promise to us that he did to his disciples so long ago...isn’t it time we believe him, “For those who love me…keep my word…and I will come to you and I will love you and I will be with you and I will make my home among you.”   
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