WHERE’S YOUR HEART ?         Luke 12:32-34          
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Ordinarily, when we encourage someone to "take heart" we mean for them to have courage in difficult times.  This is good. We SHOULD encourage one another frequently.

Jesus says it all the time in the Gospels.   “Take heart … do not fear … I have overcome the world!  The Father is giving you the Kingdom!”
Don’t be afraid.  Don’t be afraid.”

He says it in today’s passage.   Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the Kingdom.
In other word’s, take heart!   Jesus knows we get tired and discouraged.  He knows our hearts get broken every now and then.  He knows we are frail and weak and give in to temptation sometimes.  He knows we don’t always see clearly the ways of God.   Take heart!  My yoke is easy and my burden is light.  Take heart!

But, of course ...  there's more to it than that. Jesus goes on to say that we are to do something with our faith.  We can be so audacious as to sell our possessions and give the money away BECAUSE our true treasure is in heaven (our never-dying, always-reliable relationship with Jesus Christ)!

That is, once we are in touch with our source of encouragement and strength (once we have "taken heart")  then WE ARE TO TAKE OUR HEARTS ... AND OFFER THEM. God never saves His people just so they can feel good about themselves.  God does not go to the trouble to transform us just so we can sit back and coast into heaven.  God did not hang on a cross simply to pave an easy path upon which His children might shuffle.  THE ONLY WAY TO KEEP THE LOVE OF GOD IS TO GIVE IT AWAY!

What else would Jesus mean when he says “where your treasure is, there you heart will be also?  
In a democracy like this, we have to be on our toes.  We hear enough rhetoric to numb our senses.  It is often between elections that the crowd out of power tries to do and say anything to discredit those elected and the ones in power will play fast and furious with the truth to keep their power.
But we must always remember that the heat of media attention and the 

desire to be elected can cause candidates for powerful public office and those who support them to promise the moon.  It is irresistible to play upon our most base instincts.  Listening to the talk about sweeping changes and billions spent here and billions saved there, we can fall prey to the false notion that SOMEBODY CAN FIX US - THAT WE CAN SURRENDER RESPONSIBILITY FOR OUR LIVES to seemingly powerful folks.  We want to get ahead in our careers and with our personal finances - we look for someone to provide it.  We want to educate our children, enjoy safe streets and neighborhoods - we look for someone to provide them.  We want to live without the fear of drug addiction, medical catastrophes, a poor economy, and outliving our money - we look for someone to provide these things.

Yet, our faith teaches us that the essence of life lies NOT in getting our needs met, but in how freely we give and share.

I believe this is sadly evident in examining that portion of the great cloud of witnesses which is truly dependent - our children.

When we allow the campaign promises to come and go each election
without any real change of direction or priority one result is that today 15 million children in America live in families below the poverty line.  That's 1 in 5.  1 in 4 children below the age of 6 live in poverty.  Compared to the other six most developed, industrialized nations in the world, our rate of 

children in poverty is double.

We have the largest GNP, but we rank no better than 15th in any other measure of children's health and well-being such as health insurance, infant mortality, paid parental leave, and abandonment by fathers.   Less than 5% of our federal budget is devoted to programs that benefit children.

This litany could go on and on and we could debate long and hard about who's to blame - the government, the schools, the family, the individual, the preachers, the churches.

However, our faith encourages us to take our hearts in our hands and reach out. Get informed.  Get involved.  Make a difference.  I commend the persons and groups in our church that make the effort - the ones who work with our youth and teach our kids and collect money for worthy causes and contribute time to local agencies and ministries, to mission trips.  Once you've been "heartened" by God you can't help but want to offer that heart as a pioneer of peace and a perfector of grace!
Imagine if the church understood its mission such that we turned our seminaries into places from which one could graduate with an advanced degree in peacemaking!   Imagine church-related graduate schools conferring terminal degrees in grace!

Can you imagine?  What if we began screening our children not just for aptitude in sports or math or science or communications … but for high potential in reconciliation!  Self-sacrifice!  Grace-filled living!  Hope!
Our kids are the lucky ones - little fear or stress in their young lives.  They live life moment to moment drinking in the glory of living and the beauty of God's creation. We can learn so much from our children.  It is no wonder Jesus gives them a special place in the Kingdom of God, in the cloud of witnesses.  They do not worry about what the neighbors think. They are not concerned about keeping up with the Joneses.  They do 

not fear making blunders that will cost them a place in polite society - they do not even know what polite society is!  When they put faith and trust in something, they put it 100%.

How different the faces of Haitian children hoping for someone to remember them in Port-O-Prince, or of children in Afghanistan who have grown up (again!) in a culture of war and fear, or of 9 year old African children carrying 3 year olds on their backs as they reach out for a cup of life-sustaining corn mush in Sudan!
Such images offend us and take us out of our comfort zone as surely as the image of our young children gives us a warm glow inside. We dare not turn away from either.  For, if our hearts become hardened to the harsher image - if we cannot take heart for the least in our world; then the brighter image will surely lose its power also.

God gives freely, lavishly, generously.  God allows not even sin and death to disrupt His plan or block His love. 
Take your heart ... and give it away!  
You'll be amazed at what God has to offer!                                    












 AMEN

