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Remember as a child playing make-believe?

heroes, knights, kings and queens, cowboys and indians, 
mommy and daddy ...

Remember also as a child seeing your parents getting ready to 
leave: 

      "Where are you going? Can I go? Who is going to stay with us?"

Both of these are happening tonight:


- we are making believe           and

- Jesus is answering our anxious questions on the eve of his death

As we gather around this table we make believe:



that this is the Last Supper ...



that Jesus is here with us ...



that the bread and juice are His body & blood ...



that when we eat it His life enters our life ...



that Jesus is washing our feet ...



that all this (and every Sunday) makes a difference.

We make-believe because we so much want to know what's real

We make believe so that we might know the truth.

In Max Beerbohm's The Happy Hypocrite  we are told of a wicked man who fashions a special mask - the mask of a saint - to woo and win the saintly girl he loves.   Years later a former girlfriend challenges him to remove the mask in front of his beloved ... underneath the saint's mask his face had become that of a saint!

Jesus asks us to wash one another’s feet so that we might learn how to serve    ->   WE BECOME WHAT WE DO

The funny thing is that those who try the hardest to live after Jesus example, those who devote themselves most fully to servanthood are the quickest to say,  "Not by my power, but by God working in me."


These are the ones who allow Jesus to wash THEIR feet!

Why is this so difficult?


Does our ego resist being served and loved?


Do we simply feel embarrassed that our socks will have a hole or our

          feet will smell or Jesus will see the dirt between our toes?


Does a footwashing Christ violate our image of God?


Do we feel too vulnerable?


Do we fear the implications?  

(maybe now we will be called to wash someone else's feet?)

The wonder of all this is that Jesus reaches for our shoelaces knowing full well what he will find!  It is his way of telling us how accepted and loved we really are.

That's why Jesus has the right to tell us to go ahead and make-believe and play that we are serving; to act as though we WERE loving; to act as though we WERE servants.

"Go ahead," he says  "Take that 1st step.  Make that 1st move."

Jesus knows that the power we need is waiting for us just on the other side of our "YES"

Tonight we make-believe in order to create some space, some place for Jesus to enter into our hearts and take up residence:


with tears that are NOT make believe ...


with a crown of thorns that is NOT make believe ...


with a heavy cross and a narrow street that are NOT make believe ...


with nail wounds and scars that are NOT make believe


through a death that is definitely NOT make believe

with a full-hearted obedience that is absolutely, positively NOT make believe

With real answers to our real questions:


Through the dark night of your soul,


 
I am with you as you bear your cross.



I am with you even as you face death.



I am with you!

My life is your life, forever more!

