Heroes Prayer

(Written by Brandon Dirks)


God, throughout the ages 


   you have called forth ordinary people to do extra-ordinary things:



Noah built an ark;



Abraham and Sarah left all they knew to follow an uncertain path in a new land;



Sarah birthed Isaac at 85 years old;


Jacob wrestled an angel;


Moses parted a sea; Miriam danced to victory;


David slayed Goliath;

      
Daniel shut the mouths of lions;

             Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego stood up in a fiery furnace;


Mary said "yes" to birthing the Son of God;



Joseph believed a dream 


   
   and married a girl pregnant with a child he knew was not his;


A woman at a well drank deeply from living water;


A boy believed his lunch could feed thousands;


Stephen stood up against the established norms, and was stoned for it;


Paul boldly proclaimed the resurrection of Jesus to the Gentiles;


Martin Luther called the church to be accountable through 95 theses;


Abraham Lincoln stood against slavery;


Rosa Parks sat in a bus's front seat;


The martyrs throughout the ages who were persecuted, made fun of, 


   
   picked on, stoned, crucified, sawn in two, fed alive to wild animals…



      all because they boldly lived out their faith in Jesus Christ…


   
         and never denied it;

Every addict who turned their life over to God;

Every single mom who raised her kids in the church; 


Every person in this room!


How could they possibly do these things? 


How can we do anything without Your strength, power, 


      
and presence working in us? 


Fill each of us with your presence so that we too may become 


extraordinarily faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. Amen.
