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from Chandler Walker, 2006-07 UMYF President
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· these are NOT lifetime decisions…I was dead set on GT for forever, and now I’m having the time of my life at NC State

· be prepared to live in an extremely small space with somebody else

· beware of what you eat – wasn’t allowed to eat tuna last semester

· make sure you don’t have electronics that will drive your roomie crazy – printer was freaky and made noises and my roommate let me know many a time that she did not enjoy it

· be prepared to know WAY more about this person than you ever really wanted to know – I’ve listened to both of my roommates argue with their boyfriends (once fell asleep AND woke up the next morning to them yelling on the phone)

· know that people have lived very different lives that you…so may be WAY messier or cleaner than you are

· you can have fun with your roommate, but don’t trust them 100%...hide things that you treasure most (expensive perfume, good food…) and I would suggest putting a password on your laptop and also putting your phone under your pillow when you sleep (figured that out first hand)

· not answering parents’ emails and phone calls NEVER ends well

· when doing laundry, use laundry detergent in the washer, NOT fabric softener

· don’t wash and dry cashmere sweaters…my favorite sweater now looks like it’s from the Baby Gap

· (tell joke about # of sorority girls that it takes to screw in light bulb) if you plan on going Greek, bring a checkbook and be prepared to buy a t-shirt for literally EVERY occasion

· don’t pay attention to your ACTUAL grade on a test…most of the time your teachers will give curves (once I got a 79 – A in my Chemistry class)

· the professor that you get makes the BIGGEST difference in the world…so if your school offers a grade distribution, USE it when you sign up for classes

· don’t forget to get your IMMUNIZATIONS! (had many a problem with that)

· your money runs out really, really quickly (especially if you go out to eat a lot…food is more expensive than you think) – right now I have $11 dollars in my bank account

· remember that college is more than just taking classes…my dad always told me that you learn more about life in college than you do anything else…and now I know that he’s exactly right

Now About How to Continue Your Faith In College:

· as most of you know, college is a very personal thing…in charge of:
· feeding yourself

· doing your own laundry

· washing your dishes

· buying toiletries like toothpaste and shampoo

· buying toilet paper if you’re in a suite

· getting your schoolwork done

· getting medicine if you’re sick

· letting your teacher know if you’re sick (no parents to send notes anymore)

· remembering when to go to meetings and finding a ride there if you don’t have a car (which you probably won’t Freshman year)

· for most of you, these are things that your parents did for you your entire lives…but you also kind of have an idea that things are going to change

· Something that you don’t think about is how your life as a Christian is about to change.  Like today’s scripture says:
· “The old has passed away;  behold, the new has come.”

· How many of ya’ll come to church every Sunday?  Go to Sunday School?  Come to youth group every week?  How about come on Wednesday nights for choir or handbells?  Come for church basketball practice?  How about say a blessing before your meals?

· Now, think about this.  When you take those elements out of your life, how much of your life is devoted to God??  Now that I think back to high school, mine was barely at ALL.  I prayed every once in a while outside of church, but it was typically when I needed something or wanted something.

· When you get to college, there are SOOO many things you have to start thinking about.  Somehow, God just tends to be put on the backburner.  To be honest, when I was in Atlanta, I did not go to one single church service.  Granted, it was Atlanta and it was difficult to go off campus and be safe at the same time.  But I could have gone somewhere on campus on Sundays.  But normally, I just slept in.

· It wasn’t until I decided to transfer that I even remembered God was in my life.  Once again, I called on him when I needed help.
· When I got to Raleigh, I wanted things to be different.  But once again, it is hard to attend church services and be involved in those types of things if you don’t have transportation to get there, and ESPECIALLY if there isn’t anyone there urging you to go.  

· I bet most of ya’ll have friends here who call you after church if you weren’t there and ask, “Hey, where were you at church today??”  It makes you feel kind of like you missed out or something, so you end up going the next week.

· But what if you don’t get that phone call?  What if you don’t have that person that makes you wake up early on a Sunday to go to church?  That’s how it is in college.

· Therefore, you’ve got to start looking for God in places OUTSIDE of church or youth group.  That’s definitely a downside to being SO involved in church in high school.  You associate these places with God and you often forget that he’s ALWAYS there, even when you’re not at church or hanging out with church friends.

· For me, I started looking for God in my friends.  I mean, that’s who you’re with basically 24/7.  If your friends are religious at all, talk about God or religion in general.  Even if you have differing beliefs, it’s still good to talk about your beliefs and think about them.
· Go with those friends to church services or Bible studies or Campus Crusades.  Don’t make that your ONLY time with God, but it definitely helps.

· Try to say a little prayer before you eat or before you go to sleep or when you first wake up.  Or what I’ve started doing is saying a prayer while I’m walking to class.  It’s amazing how much more beautiful everything around you seems after you’ve talked to God for a minute or two.

· If you’re having a rough day, grab your Bible and look up a word that describes how you’re feeling in the index.  (I’m not sure if all Bibles have that, but most of your student Bibles should.)  Then read one of the scriptures that pertains to that word.  It is surprisingly relieving. 

· But most of all, find your OWN way to acknowledge God in your life.  Realize before you even go to college that everything that you’re used to will be gone the minute you get on campus.  

· And if you EVER need any help, remember your church family.  People at this church have helped me over the past year more than you’ll ever know.  So don’t forget to come back!  They love to see you!
